
on Irdand and Socialism.Eamonn O Duibhir
HOW TO .REVIVE THE IGLORIES OF ASHEL.

TJnxversityj iaa equal right to -live in 
beautiful tnonies, to have pleasant holi
days, to wear decent clothes, to eat 
tolerably decent foodj to have access,, to 
books and pictures, to be able to enjoy

things that our Great 
Creator hU-s lavished ^on the world,^ and 
to expand thehv, spiritual natures—^in a 
word, to live nobly and not mer ly to 
exist vilely.

.We may take it that these are. the 
aims of the real Irish Socialists, but none 
of us pretend that those aims can he 
achieved in a day, or otherwise than 
through steady upbuilding work^ carried 
on by the Co-operative Societies and 
liahour organisations.

There is no possibility of creating a 
social system in which everybody will he 
idle and rich, but thei^e is a possibility 
of establishing a social system in’ which 
'there will he no idle rich, no pover^, and 
opportunities for all to uplift theihselyes 
gradually, mentally, morally, and spiri- 
tnally. The workers of Bnssia, Bohemia,- 
Anstria, the German States, etc., have 
established or are

future has settled down to work the Irish, 
people will once again lead the world in 
spiritual beauty.

^ Durham Jail.
A Chara,-i-I note in recent issues of 

the Tipperary papers that Dean By-an, of 
Cashel, has been on the rampage against 
Sinn Feiuw' He dendnncea Sinn Fein and 
presumahly all Sinn Feiners as heing nn- 
noly, irrehgiou , etc. He stated most 
explicitly "that he-’was- speaking as a 
priest, and not as a politician.

Many of us who ar-c Sinn Feiners are 
indeed by no means perfect, and onr 
principal virtue is that we love Ireland 
sincerely, and that we desire, without in
jury to any dther peoples or to any class 
or creed in onr own country, to^ make 
our homeland a land worth living in, hht 
everyone in Tippei'ary, and far outside 
of it, known's that the Siun Fein candi
date for East Tipperary, Pipas Mac 
Cana, is a zealous—aud splendid type of** 
Irish Catholic. '

All who know Piaras, I am sure,, sniiled 
wheti they road the Dean of Cashel’s 
onslaught on hirn as the standard-bearer 
for the Ungodly ” East Tipperary.

TH© Workers’ Lot.
In using the term Workers, I x^clude 

farmers, lahoiirers, artisans, traders, 
teachers, clergy, professional and busi
ness men. Some of the people may be 
comfortable enough at present. If they 
are doing useful work and doing it well 
no one should interfere wdth them. But 
there' is a majority of the workers, es- 

' pecially.the labourers and small farmers, 
who have ‘to work hard and have little 
ohance of partaking of many of the com- 

' forts of modern civilisation. As regards 
a standard of social comforts, this class 
Is the worst of! m Europe. If God has 
conceded to the. workers immortal souls, ;

^would it not be a little presumptuons on - 
the part of anvone to shut them out from 
a decent khafe of the comforts of this 

.world and an opportunity to develop the^^ 
best traits of-their spiritual nature? We 
the "workers, may not be an well educated 

establishing snchi as Dean Hyan, hut we have brains and 
States and a majority of these people courage and determination,^and we are 
are Catholics. Queensland, Jed by its not going to be* deluded by those bogeys 
Premier. Ryan, a Tipperary man and about Socialism raised by Dean liyan o-r 
OathoUo, is hard at work upbnilcling such
a State. We in "'ll’eland who ambition ' ^ We were tedd that the European ^cial-to-a i;*‘i2?£3.r.tr.Ks •:so we wffl be only^ebuildine folios end of Europe
the ancient Irish civilisation.-' The Irish ii’e also anti-Socialists. We know ai^d 
State of the past was composed of a few Dean Byan knows it also, thah the idle 
hundred TuatEa, each Tuath being a • nch a^e the most immorahelemcn^^
Commune or a Gb-operative Organisa- world, and we and ho know that it i 
tion. It was this glorious civilisation of the present materialistic system of cm- 
ours that held aloft the Torch of Know- , lisation that has produced aH this blood- 
led|eV Europe from the 6th to the 8th ' ehed and rum and wretchedness of the
century, tand sent abroad that wonderful world. rt-fhost of missionaries that Christianised Bet Dean .Byan have -a look at the
and Educated Europe. When the Irish 
Co-operative Commonwealth of the near .

I ana pic 
beautifillthe

- The SooiaSist dbjeetiye,
.1 turn to his onslaught on Socialism. 
In the first place, no question of Social
ism arises in this election. Neither are 
all Sinn Feiners, or a majority of Sinn 
Feiners," Socialists. On the other hamd, 
if all Sinn Feiners were .Socialists 'they 
would not necessarily he ungodly ” or 
‘‘irreligious.” ^

There are various types of Bocialism, 
and the principal aim of each type, nay, 
the only aim, is to create a better* world 
and give to all the.psople, and not a, fav
oured few, as at present, an opportunity 
of enjoying the good and beautiful things 
of the world. For my part, I'^aee no
thing ungodly or irreligious in striving to 
give the children of the workers an equal 
opportunity with the children of the 
wealthy, i securing entrano® to the (Oootinned on Pag© 544.)
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I . ^ J '
- j jjaym^as-ter to defend ^ tlieir proteges ;; kum&n Rmh a,iid Mood in the lahonr mar
.^1 j$g#lnst the Bolshayiks kt the same time ket, but it is ooiiduoted by the Biassed i

! as they endee/zonr to crush Bolshevism, .forces of Capitalism against tlia satiier
I 'Shis is interference \?ith the sovereign ing armies of the night. • ^ *

!. i rights of peoples with a naked vengeance,
I and Lord Muner is frank mottgh to say 
j boldly that it is to prevent ultimate con- 

sequences which “ would assuredly in
volve a far greater strain on the resources 

British Empire’^ than even the 
Ireland & Sntai . Abroad, present commitments of the Allies, in

plainer words, it is European and Ameri
can Capitalism against the Workers’ Be- |

8 g I public and the Sovereign People, J
fhese are the real reasons why for the i 

past week the English and Irish daily 
Press have been giving column after 
column to reports of the alleged inten
tion of the Bolsheviks to carry Wood and 
war all through Europe, This is the 
camouflage which precedes all capitalist 
wmr. Or rather, perhaps, is it the poison-

- I gas which is used to lead peoples blindly
into wars of aggression and conquest, 
the high-sounding motive, not the im- 

voa [ porial objective. In the case of Bussia
> it is the prelude to a war of Western 
I ®tirope and America on a grand scalethe S tifSlthuim

Anyway, v/e are putting^our money on But what shall themominnu^s^earUigiBfe^^ 
__^^^^^^^^^^h^^E=^!^^^^==l-iemn-andd5rorfesky"aEdrtSrSovieri^iitWIrMaid P Shall it bring peace, or sh^

For the People will it bring war? ;
ma,sters yet. On the industrial field it shall,

- matter of coui’se, bring war, for there can
2s:s2==^!s^2s^ss2=sss=5£; fas uo peace until the humble are exalted

^ \ mighty humbled, and for theiJfrd M-rlrter er W^f Of ]^6EC6 ? Workers of Ireland that day is not come
their AtterfcIS CO- — ' if^a

beiligerent sent their armies to Bussia (As passed by Censor,) ^ fJ r-:nr.w
to fi^t the Bolsheviks* The first of his i - ^ , , , .. . - . ,, fLv^t «Tfn^A+w^in 5
reasons is that the Bolsheviks were ^People have become so deadened to the things are not altogether m the lap of

' assisting the Central Empires and con- realities of life that they go on, as thejods, some of them, mdeed, are with-
tributedto the fall M Bumania The if for ever, associating the festival of | la the deteminatioii of the people them-Second is that the Allies were morally Obristmas with, the idea of peace and | |fives, XhusTar, at all events, not even 
hound to save the frfendly D^echo-Blo- goodwill. Yet it may be doubted if, out- ^ Empires can prevent national self-deter- 
vak armies in Bussian terrltom ■ side the family circle, there is anything mmatoon,^ ■

Neither of these faiiy tales^ will de- i®^ history to Justify v/hat is apparently During the year tiiat is dying gie Pfoph 
Celve a child in politics in any European - one of the incurable illusions of mankind, have done wMI, They have suffered and 
country, even under the Mamotir of Oertain it is, at all ©vents, that between struggled, worked and fought, held the 
Christmas plum-pudding,' The lie in the powers and peoples, and between class ground they had won, and pined mm’e. 
fir^ is detected in the real influence* : class, each recurring Christmas sees ^bey close the old year with as good a
Bolshevik example and propaganda had not peace, goodwill and charity, but gome deed as ever they have done, a deed done 
111 the overthrow of the monarchies in different maxiifestation of th© old meipory and under the mspiration
mid-Europe, and Wegtern Europe was evils, war and hatred, oppression and ex- of those who died for them the complete
given to understand that Btimania had ploitatipn. , , and utter rout of those who stood be
fallen long before the Tsardom fell, and This is a,strue of the^Ohristmag of 1918 them and the world,
the latter event precede the rise to ^s it was of any previous year. The war
power of the Bolsheviks hy fully nine cf the Allies againjt Jhe Central Emnires
months. The lie in the second story is i^j indeed, over, and the armistice, if hot
igponed by no less an authori-^. than the peace, prevails. But that blessed
Profes|or Masaryk, -the pro-Ally Bresl- consummation notwithstanding,
dent of the Czecho-Blovak Eepublio,, who oven on the military field, and plunder

it IS the Allies, and not the Bob and aggression are as rampant, and as
sheviks, who prevented the return of the bloody and tyrannical as at any iseason of
OsjeehOnSlovaks from Bussia to,their own elusive goodwall these last foui" years,
country, and the ^‘Manchester Cuar- The way,against Eaiserism has been suc-
dian substantiates the Bolshevik con- ceededTiythe war against Bolshevism.

*tetttion to the same effect. It is still war, hideous, horrifying and un-
in any ease these reasons have no just, and the fact that it does not bathe 

longer any^ validity ;smee the signing of^ all Europe in blood, but only a part of 
the armistice with the late Central Em- Europe, does not mak© it any the h-ss 

1®'Ib^erefore necessary for Lord terrible and wrong.
bhe Hor is the war of tfie exploiter against 

apologists of Allied lust for war to show the exploited, the ■ dih‘iposRo,«.sot* a<^aiiist
f of bbe the dispossessed, 'the capitalist against

tSf aK T,Xm i*!® .Vfi'ker, any the less relentless this
Ohristmaatide than any other. Bather is i.2^ it more open, unashamed and sanguinary,
¥' ‘J “‘ily conducted nol under

m Sorlet, and rt is obligatory on the .the due form of supply and dAm«,T'd; of

A*. .

It is. in ho less degree these things that 
prevail in Ireland tiian on the Continent 
/or we have a working-class striiugling iiJ 
the ir on graigp of a capitalist system ard a 
a whole people struggling for its freedom i 
against a dominaiit imperialism. Look 
around Ireland—North, South, East, and 

est—and behold the tattered rags on, 
thousands of ^ men and women and chil
dren, the filth and dirt of the houses in 
which they are doomed to birth and life 

I and death,; and the damnahle traffic in 
factory, shop, mill and street; or look 

' again with other eyes and behold a whole 
people in ehains, and hear the cry for 
liberation that goes out from almost four 
millions of people, and say whether this 
Christmas means peace and goodwill in 

. Ireland. The sight and the sound of all 
these things make nonsense of all the false 
eahs of peace .and happiness, and make- 
even the sweetest of sweetness hitter. It 
would almost make the hopeful despair of 
humanity, and it leaves, the worst of bad 

"tastes in a man’s mouth.
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THE PRESENT WAR.

as a

The 1 ©sting time 
The people hay© brought' 

themselves, as we have said, face to face 
with empire in the full light of day, m 
sight of all the world. The people- have 
not. failed, and if their faith is Justified 
they will not fail now. The trial and test 
is not now of th© people, not now even of 
a party. It is th© tidal and test of a 
nation. And -it means one and only one 
of two things. It means either that Ire
land takes' her place among the free na
tions'or that she falls back among the 
enslaved. There is no standing still, 
there must be a moving forward or a 
moving, backward. The former wnl 
heralded by th© erection of a real Parlia
ment, exercising all the functions of Cov- 
ei*nment and assuming all its responsibi
lities ; the latter will be signalled by the 
emergence of a dominant political party. 
Creatneisis will give us the one, ht-bleness 
the other. Choose, O Ireland, for the day 
is. here.

- Th© trial remains, 
has come.

war

I
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.The great only appear great because
our knees: LET US RISE,The Workers’ Republic. wa are on

who wishes to take one of the connseg to 
do so without any inconyenience. 
courses suggested seem to,ms to be just 
those most wanted at this preliminary 
stage. For it must he rememhered that 
in their first- session' the Dublin classes 

: will only be an instruction to the regu- 
* lar courses of study an(| .^rntroductoty, 

courses in Economics and Industrial 
History, and Trade Dnionism in Ireland 
will prepare the way for that more spe
cialised and more complete study which 
it is hoped will follow. As it is, the first 
session ms hut an experiment, based in-i 
deed upon experience in -other centres^ 
hut still au experiment, and an experi-i 
ment which we doubt not will he orowned 
with the desired success. Of course, the 
Dlassea will not close with the sam^ 
fineflouiish of metaphorical trumpet^ 
which will blow in their_ first weeks, but 
that will not materially ^ect the ulti
mate success of the experiment.

Now that Dublin has again giyen a lead 
cannot Derry, Cork, Dimer’ick, Waterford, 
Wexford, Portadown, Dundalk, Droghe
da, etc., follow suit with their own cour
ses of working-class- education by the 
workers for the workers?

dentg than, in kinga or pnnees. W# cam 
not forget that the American and French 
liepubhcs ar‘6 equally guilty with the 
j<jnglish and Japanese monarchies of the 
present unproyoked war against the work
ing-class goyernment of Hussia, and that 
there me other acid tests which even Fre- 
sident Wilson has not yet answered. For 
all that Imbour will not beginidge its help 
to those who desire to welcome in Ire
land. the head of a State wMoh so many 
men and women of the Dish working- 
class hare helped to build up nor its aid 
in their effort to secure some payment of ; 
that not dnconsidetable debK

Christmas Week.
Owing^ to the Christma* holidays.
The • Toice’’ has gone to press this 

week some days earlier than usual, and 
cannot deal with any event that has 
taken place’ since the end of the week.

Whether the men and women still in 
prison in Ireland and in Great Britain 
will enjoy their Christmas at home or 
in gaol we do not know at the time of 
writing, and it would be peihaps too 
mu'ch^ to expect the-British Government 
to do the decent thing*’for once and re
lease them, and that in time to join their 
families before the feast itself, ^^many 
Irishmen were^ unable to do tw^ years 
agO'. If -still 'in gaol the prisoners, we i 
know, will enjoy themselves, and they 

' need no assurance that the thoughts and ' 
blessings not only of their friends and 
relatives, but of hundreds of thousands 
of good men and women and children in 
m-any lands will go out to them in their ‘ 
imprisonment for ’ justice’ sake. To aU 
the prisoners, men and women, in ail 
the gaols in Ireland, England, Scotland,

^ and Wales, whether they are of our na
tionality br of others,. whether they hold 
all the-isame politicahand social faith as 
we do or not, to all good fighters, 
to all brave hearts and men and 
women, in aE lands,- struggEng against 
tyranny and oppression, and striv
ing and battling fo^* right and jus
tice and truth, we send a hearty greet
ing this Christmas time from the 
workers and the Labour movement 
in Ireland. May all be' nearer their 
goal when Christinas comes again. 
And whether they faE or ^ rise,

• may all good poHtical and social re
volutionaries keep- firmly to their faith, 
and acquit themselves as nobly as their 
comrades who haTe.gone before them in 
other years, , and hot • least in this. great 
year of the greatest deeds in history.

The

in Converse with a contemporary.
We agree with The Irish World tlrat 

whether Unionist Ulster “ will or wEl not 
be held to be a people” entitled to self- 
determination may depend upon our 
being able to point to a permeating streak 
of nationalist voters right through ” Bir 
Edward Carson’s stronghold. WMle .tt 
is time .that LaboUr bases the natie ’* 
-claims upon the historic nationaEty tj"* 
the Irish pebple and their present con 
scious will to choose their own isovereigntj 
and upon notJung else, not even the most 
eloquently expressed aeclaration of prdn- 
>cdples by istatesmen, governments, or even 
Peace Conferences, wc recognise that in 
this world out of winch aE puhEc moraEty 
and international sense of justice have 
gone, tne rights of peoples wEl onlv be 
acknowledged,^ if at aE, when^ they are 
backed by the concrete expression of the 
nation’s wiE, by sometliing^till stronger, 
and by mternatdonal necessity and ex
pediency. For that reason we should 
have thoU.i^ti that when the Unionists in 
the Six Couptibs were opposed no elforts 
would have been ispared to poll wie fuJl 
anti-Dnionist vote. .It is regrettable tnnt 
in vat least some of these constituencies 
this was not done, and we fear that in 
Belfast, for instance, Respite the opposi^ 
tion of both local Labour and Binn Fem, 
the result of the elections wEl show a ' 
Dnionist preponderance out of propor
tion to the real numerical strength of 
Dnionism. Father MoCotter’s miserable • 
exhibition of fractiousness was, of coursse, 
only what was to'be expected from that 
imperial militarist, and the A.G.H. per
formance in East Down was chaructems- 
tic: but we should have expected that 
Sinn Fein and Labour in Belfast would 
have made some arrangement to poll every Sable vote, and did not Yet we toow . 
that there are large -anti-Dniomst blocks 
of voters in the constituencies concern^;
As the matter stands now, it is probable 
that much of the, mationaUst opposition xo 
the Dnionist candidate has defeated aySs 
object. "
L’AUdace. .

We agree again with.our contemporary 
that ah. embassy in Paris is an 
necessity, and we would suggest that 
others in other capitals, including Lon
don, which are important international 
centres, are no less necessary and desir
able. But on other aifairs which more 
nearly conceri). ^^The Voice ^ I we ^ not 
so sanguine, even on th© eve of <Jha»x- 
msis, as Sarsfi^d app^rs to be. .

. . , ’ ^ U.X,O.ur readers will join with us, and wim 
the readers of ” New Ireland,” in regret 
that a severe illness, has deprived Leland 
of Andrew* E. Malone’s brEliant articles 
for the past few weeks. Mr. Malone’s is 
work that can iE he'spared in these cri- 

We are glad to say he istioal weeks, 
now making a good recovery.
The invitation to President Wilson.

Writing before any of the meetings 
eallOd by the Lord Mayor of Dubhn to 
invite President WEson to visit Leland 
have been held, we can only write upon 
the invitation, and not upon the demons
trations'or the spee-<^hes. It le well "^vhen 
such an invitation is being given that aE 
forces in the country should umte in sup
port of it, whatever be their impassions 
of President Wilson himself, and there
fore it is' good that the Lord Mayor shoind 
invite Labour‘to send speakers^ to the 
meetings, and that Labour ishoiEd accept tha mlifcation. WlaeifesK- the President 
wiE come, to Ireland in response to tne 
national invitation we do not know, but 

agi’ee heartily that no obstacle shouici 
be placed in his way. So far as the 
are concerned, and this, we should think, 
appEes equally to parties m Maud no 
such obstacle will be raised m Maad. 
But there are oiher ©lemeuts and for<»s 
than the people and parties inside 
outside Ireland, and we are not so sure 
that .they mil desire the Ptf 
■Woodrow Wilson in Ireland. If, ™ 
of these, he comes to the Irish PeopH 
will be assuTod of a sincere and hearty 
welcome from |ie Irish people, and as a 
flistinCTished President of -the. Xnited 
State^and an important figure ™ nrldr- 
uational politics, h© will A A
the same time we would make it clea , 
and we hope the Labour speakers at the 
ineetinsrs har© mad© it equally clear, that 
Labonr puts its faith no mono m prasi-

Working Class Edssoatioin.
DubEn Labour wiE usher iu the New 

Year with its wonted vision and courage 
in its inauguration of working class edu
cational classes on lines somewhat simb 
lar to those adopted in South Wales and 
on the Clyde. The oonfhrence of Trade 
Unions called by the Dublin ,.Trades 
Council, and already noticed in ‘‘The 
Yoice,” was eminently successful,^ and 
promises weE for the classes. Discus
sion was keen and pointed, .and E the 
same interest and spirit .of inquiry 
shown in actual class work the hegin- 
rings of revolution will have bebr. nmde. 
Taken all in all,^ the scheme is such as 
should commend itseE to the ambitious 
and militant elements in the movement. 
It springs from the rank and file, ana is 
essentiaEy a rank and file scheme. At 
the same time, it provides that associa
tion with th© Trade Unions and tne 
Trades, Council necessary to give, it a 
genuine Trade Union basis. Its manage
ment -committee is elected by and 
the delegates specially 

“ Unions sharing in the work, and no 
doubt the students attending the classes 
will have their share in the condu<m oi 
^aixs. Financial provision has been 
mad® to em^ble any and ©very worker

we
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to you for tlie state of things existing in 
Itelandj wber© those who govern in your 
name are not careful to’^hstain hven the 
pretence of decent government. W© are 
your neighhours', and it is ohr desire, .'as 
equals, to he your friends.

In our appeal to Scottish Unions we 
invoke the ties of common Mood. We ar© 
hoth of the ancient^G-aelio istock—a fact 
which received recognition recently in 
this Galway Trades' Council, when we 
united our voice with yours in demanding 
%e release of your comrade and ours— 
^hn McLean, M.A.

Copies, also to he sent to the Hight Hon, . 
D. Lloyd George and to the Chief Secre
tary for Ireland, also to the Lahour Press 
of Great Britain and Ireland.^’

OALflhY SPEAKS OUT. ■
' The Trades Council of Galway-^the 

westernmost outpost of Buropean, work
ing class oi’ganisations—'has adopted and 
circularised to the workers of JSngland 
and Scotland a resohition that deserves 
the sup|>ort of: these bodies, and if they 
are to justify their position in the Inter
na tional they must make dhe case of the 
Irish internees ah urgent issue between 
them and their masters. ;

To the English Councils we would say 
that Ireland has earned their friendship 
by the'labpurs: of the Iiish pioneers, who, 
fi*om the eighteen-twenties, spent th^m-t 
selves in building up- tlxe English workinfe- 
class movement. The one-ness of Scots 
and Lish, only obscured since the seven
teenth century, when both nations were 
prostrated under the brntal Hunnishness 
of the House of Hanover, is well empha
sised, and we -look to the Wheatleys, - 

’ Begans’, MacManuses, and MacLeans to 
• act in the spirit of the: old slogan: Glanna 

nan Gaedheal ri guallibh a cheile,
Besoived i””"

(1) 0 That tliis meeting' of the Trades
'Council of Galway Unanimously and em
phatically protests against the further de
tention, without trial ^ or forms of law, of 
Irishmen and women in British^ and Irish 
prisoner—^nd^^demands their immediate 
r6stora.tiQn to liberty. ■

(2) We are not impressed, and. never 
haTe been, by the pretext of- the ©sistenc© 
of FloV and their complicity therein, 
which whs the reason assigned for their 
arrest in the first instance, and •w© do not, 
and never did, accept that as the true ex
planation. In this connection we feel 
that we are supported by the public ^sti-

^ mony of the Bight Honourahle' Lord Wim-. 
borne, late Lord Lientenant of Ireland,

. who, after the arrests,, stated that he was .
, unaware of the existence' of any ‘ plot.'

(3) ^‘We feeLcertainthat if any evidence, 
was procurable, upon which the prisoners, 
or any of them, could be brought to trial, 
with the remotest prospect of securing 
their conviction on any charge, their cases 
would have been disposed of before now.
And we are, therefore, driven to the con
clusion, to which the occurrences of each 
day that passes lend fresh support, that 
their detention is alone due to' the exigen
cies of party politics in England and Ire
land, is a Jseartdalous abuse of power, and 
shows an utter disregard for all lawful 
individual rights, or e%^en the pautence to 
decent g’oy eminent.

(4) We direct that copies of "these
resolutions he sent to'the se'^eral Trades 
Councils in IrelaiTd; also to those of Scot
land and England.”- ^ *

In addressing the English Unions we 
ask them to rearxemher their country’s his
tory and the istruggle of their forefathers 
for liberty in the days gone by—“from 
Bunnymede, where th©: Maign a Charta was 
wi*ested from the ■hinwilling Norman 
tyrant, down to Beterloo and Hyde 
Bark; and we say that if .the struggle of 
your sires in Liberty’s sacred cause is 
still an inspiration to.their descendants, 
it is up to yon to use your best exertions 
to prove before the new de-mocracies of 
th® world that no responsibility attaches I Better still in

EDENDERRY ADVANCES.
Yet another Trades^ Council to build up 

the forces' of labour industrially and poli
tically I 'On Thursday, 12th inst., the 
workers around Edenderry convened a 
delegate meeting, ^ and established the 

• Edenderry and District Trades Council. 
Over 1,000 members were reipresented by 
the delegates* Mr. Ereyne was appointed 
President; Ml'. O’Neill, Vioe-Presideht; ‘ 
and Mr.. H. Healy, .Secretary-Treasurer 
of the new Council.

Mr. W. O’Brien (DubEn) has promised 
to supply speakers • for' a public demon
stration to be held early in the new 
year. It was resolved to charge an affilia
tion fee of Is. per member per annum, 
and all union branches in the district are 
ui’ged to affiliate at one© to .ensure 
labour’s .solidarity. . , .

Th© new Council, at* its first meeting, 
was called to support the shop-assistants, 
.and appointed a deputation to interview 
the employers. Happily there was no 
need for the Council’s intervention, as' th© 
Union wage was conceded the following 
day.

A SIX MONTHS’ RECORD.
Ballinasloe ^ Transport Union branch 

started its vivacious ca/eer on the 7th • 
, July of this y^ar, and already it has put 
up the following records.

One hundred general labourers, for
merly paid fronts, to 23s. a week, now 
receive 3ps. Smiths, coach-builders, and 
coach painters have increased their earn
ings by from 9s'. to 12s. a week. Eor the 
various grades wages now run. from 82s 
to 40s. Saddlers' have had their piece 
woi'k rates S'aised, and now net from 10s. 
to 14s/ extra. ^ Oarpenters, formerly paid 
25s., nowa'eceive fi'om 30s. to 36s. weekly. 
«- The agricultural ^ labourers', moved 
islowiy, but those organised early are now 
paid 25s. to 275. a %veek, with rent, turf, 
milk, and other perquisites added. These 

, rates are higher than this year’s Wages 
Board scale, and the Board’s .new pro
posals 'sthl fall- far ishort of what the 
Union has been able to win without Gov
ernment help.

Better than mere wage advances is the
r week.

” is the motto.
s •

J

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANOE.
BBB THAT YOU CET ||r.

Now that thf^, election is over and the 
Unemployment Donation has' served itg 
purpose, ‘ th© boss-class no longer dig- 

-'sembles its ianfipathy • to sthe scheme. 
Dublin Sweaters are 'complaining -that 
their girls ’ working for 5s. a week are
actually inviting the sack, So that they •

•may luxuriate on the with wMch the 
State for its own purpose rewards their 
idleness. That the workers Should he , 
paid for doing nothing. ojffends the 
ders of the “ Irish Times,” most of whom 
would become lousy if they had • not 
valets and maids to wash and comb and 
•perfume their - worthless carcases.

Eor oouhtless generations the Welles- • 
leys, Beresfofds, ' Hills., Boyles, Blan
kets, Eitxgeraids, etc., have been kept in 
idleness, by the labours of Irish workers. 
Now they griidge their slaves - a paltry 
29s, a week—worth about 12s. 4d. 
war value.

Officials at the Labour Exchanges are 
turning down many -applications for 
benefits presumably at the dictation of 
employers. ~ Trade Union secretaries 
should not" fail to notify all complaints 
tO' the Divisional Director, UnempiO'y- 
ment Exchange, Lord Edward Street, 
Dublin.

rea-

pre-

DRAPERS’ SWEEPING ;PROGRESS.
^ The Irish Drapers’ . Assistants’ Asso- 

’ oiation has in the last few months made 
spMndffi process m the Dublm dr^ 
houses. In one case 354 members have 
secured advances totalling £2,160 in % 
year. Messrs. Clefcy's stafi take £2,200, 
and most of the ' leading firms’ stafia 
share the results of their, united action, 
in hard cash.

in Cork, Mr^' Dufi:y Las secured a war 
bonus of £25 for this year for the staffs ' 
of the four ieadipg drapei’y houses, but 
better •hh:an ^ money fs tlfie 'Agreement 
that only Union labour will be employed. 
His suggestion of a joint council to regu
late. the conditions has been ignored, but 
he need not grieve that the Union r©'- 
tains its freedom • of action,

‘The Drapers’ Assistant’’ refers to 
the urgent necessity of providing more 
money for Union funds. .. The rank and 
file should take this up seriously. There 
is no union in the distributive trade ade- 

- quately financed. The members are re
ceiving benefits out of all proportion to 
their subscriptions, with tlie^ natural, re
sult that organising work is hampered 
and the policy trimmed down to th® 
limits of the exchequer. It is bad busi
ness, and shop assistants, of all people, 
should know that.

f ' ' ''

Canada^;, ^ ^ ...
UPeacei harWokdn out in Canada witn

severity. Tlie glad news of the afmistic*-© 
was the^mgnal for sacking munition worK- 
ers whmesale. In Toronto alone, 3n the 
first week of peace, Capital threw six 
thouisand wage-earners on the streets.. 
Demobilisation is being retarded to bar# 
forces' at command to suppress 
volt. 'The Govefimient is not provi'ding 
relief in any shape. ___

. Oiir Advertisers are wortliy of tafeour’s 
suppo^rts Mention th®5 “Toica” when vm 
call or writ®.

f.W-tk-v
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“ It spoke for Peace on Earth by the Creation of Good-Will among 
Men,” says DARRELL FIGGIS, of the Russian Revolution.

-i*' '■ ’

Had Farbman in tliiss hook dis
played only ids cleaa’ lionesty, Ms gilt .(so 
dingulai' these times!) of tmth-telling, 
tiae engagement of such qualities, on a , 
theme so significant could'not but haTe 
made the result remarkable. When, in 
addition to this, we find the clear eye and 
the clean tongue ready ministers to an 
andei'standiing- unspoiled either by' the
teaching of schools or the suggestion of PAoniA /kiwavs Rioht, interests, the re^ultbe^ a Jittle more ^hus thlr'eyolution came; and the tide 
than rema \o d^ave been cas engulfed both palace and bureaucracy,
t-e andfio abou he vus lan Revolution. ^et, though the event was seen, it was 
The name of its present predominant by the p'eople. The Tsar and

ministers .sent out deliberately to ^ hose who have ha create a i>remature revolution, and to
neith^ wit nor honesty to examine its machine-guns. But
meaning; praise, has been bestowed with happened. The soldiers who
lying intent; and. blame has b^n bought .been trained to .regard idie

people as their enemy, now turned and m the result, the faM .itself, with its revolutionaries, so providing
causes j^'d nieanmg, have become buried unexpected harvest for the machine-,

guns. The mock revolution became a studied care of a V' orld is press. ^ Yet it is ^ world of governments
true that the Russian Revolution as (to- j started forth, when it recovered its
gether with a certain other event nearer hreath a'littie, to praise a thing it hated
-at home, and prior to it-in time by nearly here we feel a
a year) about the only event of liie great complaint against, the 'limits Moh-

- War to toest the minds of such men as , Paribman ■ has set himself. Yet,
are careful for other things than blood those-limits, Ms hand is. compe-

.--.-.Pftrefaction, :poison-^ tent, and, as usual, Just and, discriminat-
of empires, .^^id or tMs^event lie ingt Mifabeau (Said a longtime ago -that
accurate register w* have met ig Michael people must always be right, for they
Farbman’g book. long after their, conditions* are ^in

tolerable, and they- Stay their hand long 
before they win their dne. So it was in 
Russia. The people created the Revolu
tion. llie Duma not only-feared it, hut 
hated it. It only joined when the work 
was done ; and then songht to undo ail 
the meaMng of that work. Yet "th® 
people forebore with them; for, in this 
great hour of their Mstory, they, hated 
the thought of disunion. They sam^ 
themselves isiiared and lured; and knew 
w^eli they were being snared and lured; 
but still they forebore, and only advanced 
step by step as their patient sincerity 
compelied them to do. The Provisional 
Government gave pl^e to the Coalition 
Government; but still the Soviets, the 
real power (and be it said the only hon
esty) of the revolutionary ardour, were 
thwarted, and were unable to bring their 

^ great' ideals to bear upon the world.

was th« fiction of Russia created by her 
Allies in their own selfish interests—a 
fiction carefully wrought, of Holy Russia 
wonderfuMy become, Steam-Roller—^which 
l^d to increasing fiction. Miohael^Farb-, 
baaii has not much space in which to 
—. fully with these things; yet.each is 
earefuUy examined, and for the first time 
the-truth is told.

The Song of Betlil6httm«
How all ibis, led to the calamity—Farb- 

man’s more aecurate word is crime”—
• of the July ofirensive, y^Meh led to the 
July revoliiHon, tMe book shows. Deal
ing as it does with the immediate facts 
before it, we are hardly given time to 
realise the great thing that hapepned 
when a people, as distingnis^d from the 
government of a people, found its voice. 
For that voice pronounced a great ideal.
It apoke for Peace on Earth by the ci’ea- 
tion of Goodwill among Men; Its imme
diate formula (for it knew of the gi’eat 
Treaties that were the hidden springs of 
the war) was for immediate peace on the 
basis of “ No annexations and no indem
nities.” The power of the ideal spread 
among the nations; Germany found her- ^ 
self unable to (undertake an initiative 
against ’Russia for fear of what might 
chance within her borders. The govern
ments were afraid, and the first govern- 

*'ments, to act were England and France.
It was to silence that ideal that the July 
offensive was devised by them. ^ And 
when the July offensive ended in disaster, 
•bhey turned to subtler methods. The 
PressMf the world ,was suborned against 
Russia. When its people needed assis
tance and coanradely aid, they received 
abuse and calculated falsehood; with 

‘considerable harm to themselves, but 
with greater harm to truth and to vir
tue. it is to dispel that falsehood 
Michael Farbman has written his book, 
and we hope it will be widely read. We 
hope, too, he wfil continue Ms theme 
through its next and most intrioate 
period, from _the November Involution 
onwards, •throu^ the Bolshevik rise to 
power.

IT »

deal

. #

Gzardoiti Provo^j^ed War.
It is true to. say that Farbman. ■ 

no sides, although he affirms Ms faith in 
the revolution, and, as part of Ms clear 

. honesty, never permits any doubt to exist 
as ’fco where he himself stands. His book 
is an exposition of the event itself, and 
an examination- of its causes and some of 
its results. He shows how in 1914 the 

■ tide of revolution were rising -about an ■ 
obsolete autocracy ; 'and how, in order to 
turn those tides away to'other louiposes; 
that autocracy deliberately opened the 
dams of war. The result was, though 
Michael Farhmam does uot pass to this, 
the panic that lead to the German mobili
sation. The game succeeded ; the tides 
ran strongly, and) enthusiastically, past 
the -royal palace, and tho offices of the 
bureaucracy, to the frontier; ^ but the" 
autocraby found itself faced with other 
problems ' it was unable to solve, with 
the result that 1hose tides turned back 
again to the royal palace and the offices 
or the bureaucracy. In no part of this 
little hook does the wtriter more ably un- 

•, ratel the skein before Mm tha'n* in his 
examination of the problems that faced 
Pussia with the coming of war; prob
lems of the economic isolation that fol
lowed upon the rupture with Russia’s 
economic 'counterpart, Germany; prob-' 
leans of the workshop, of si>ent human
ity and spent machinery; problems of 
agricultural exhaustion, of inflated cur
rency, of profiteering and consequent la^^ 
•f movement in "commodities; and prob- 
Wmis of discipline in the army, and the 
•asting aside of bonds that time and de- ‘ 
*ay had w#m through.. Added this.

DARRELL FIGGIS.
Russia anti the S^trugglc for Peace. ‘ y 

Michael Farbman. 5s. net. At the 
Office of ” The Heraict,” 3t Gough 
Square, London, F.O.

Tut I Tut I W illie.
■ f^ Sinn Fein is really lan effort to run 

Ireland on Tolstoyan lines,” »ays th® 
Catholic Socialist Note-maker in For
ward.” He has never iseen a hurley.

A SomcMf of iha Tim 
‘ Anmvma^y offh* Russim^ NEW RUSSIA Soviet Republicf igjy-iZ >

ContainsTthe Constitution of fthe Soviet RepuUic and,
' Decrees with Articles by Zelda Kahan Coates, H. Sheehy 

Skeffington, “ Libertia” of the “ Worker ” (R. McKenna),
------- Eden and Cedar Paul. ■—-----------------

SffliyON-ARONSON (Sidnet Arnold). '
X«ADB OB0EHS IHROOGH jPBIGE 3il. 

USUAL WH0LESALBH3.
CumAtiiiACC HA tifimpArin, Room 3, LIBERTY HALL, DUBLIN,

Edited b-st

NOW READY. BY POST

V
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IMS MS James Gouiiolly’s estimate el the I. f. 16. W.,0.
“ It founa the Workers of Itelana on their knees, and has striven 

to raise them to the ereet position of manhood; it found them with 
allthe viees of Slav ery in their souls, and it strove to eradicate these 
vWes, and replace them with some of the virtues of free men; It 
found them with nq other weapons of defence than the arts of the liS'r, 
the iiekspittie and the toady, and It eombined them andtaughnhem 
to abhor these arts and rely proudJy, on the defensive power of 
eomblnation.” '

IRISH TRANSPORT AND GENERAL WORKERS’ UNION.
THOMAS FOJRAM, GENERAL PRESIDENT, LIBERTY HALL, DUBLIN.

/

THE CONNOLLY memorial TREAT.
W* can before the event erferid U 

W^alterUarpanter and his Committee om 
hearty eongratulations. on th, annual
f^am '"'q “ honour the memory 

An

WHY EMGLAHD FIQHTS RUSSIA^
Sii' Q’eorgo ‘Younger-—W# ^r©’ there to, 

kehp order, .and don’t you know that E-us- 
!»i» owes us miUioni of money f 

[None of mine. Try Dartry BCalL] 
Bonar I/aw—Th© troops are not in 

Boyiet ^ Eussia, and the work they are 
doing is to'saye the people from starra- 
tion; .

[They use naral guns for the purpose.] 
The Tiniancial-News ” says events in 

I^ssia promise an international suzer
ainty over Russia. This will make Eus- 
sian securities the cream of' the interna
tional market.

[Cheer up, Sir Scott, ,all is not yet. lost 
'fo the Munster and Leinster.] 

Incidentally, it islaoped that the Brito- 
French campaign in Eussia will lead to 

. the recovery of the money Murphy 
,kopped there.

T j last week’s ^VLahour
Leader ” hy ''Casey’'-shows that he, like 
all exiles yearns at Christmastide for 
the hqpieland. In half-a-page, he 
sents a summary of English rule that is 
at once _ indictment, proof, and verdict 
against its continuance. One quotatioTi 
alone enshrines the case:—'

pre-

Under th© hated Hun rule even the 
population of iVlulhausen has doubfed 
ftseif since 187t« The population of 
Ireland during the last 60 years has 
decreased hy 4 J mi SI ions.”
To Casey’s” affection for his own 

town the Treat owes much* His love for 
Connolly has not lessened because the 
nameless grave divides them. Con
nolly’s heart-and soul were dedicated to 
the cause of the people,” Says Casey.” 
"He was.a .great nistorian, a true So
cialist with heart affame. He is the first 
Socialist martyr- in Irish history, and he 
died to. save Ireland from conscription. 
He dedicated-Ms life to the children of 
all nations; and he died for his faith.”
• (Suhiscription List next week.)

A
Who are the Loonies?

The Eichmond Asylum attendants work 
13^ hours per day,. They ishould become 
patients.

Eds Warning austihed.
The' rumour that Tedcastle McCor-, 

mick’s ehips are to ibe acquired by an 
English trust' justifies, us asking if the 
interests of national, industry are safe in 
the hands of private owners.

t

DttBIhx Working-Class Education Conference.
Under the auspices of Dublin United Trades and Labour Council. .

Ecoiibmics of 
Capitalism*

Lecturer'! JOS. MacDONNELL.

Irisli Indu/^trial 
History.

Lecturer : CATHAL O’SHANNON, 
Editor, The Voice OF Labour.’ ■

A Course of 26
Leettire^
will begin on ’

Sunday, Sth Jan
at 4 p.m., in the
Council Chamber,

trades hall,
CAPEL STREET.
Fee for the Course, ,. /- '

% ■ -

.Prospectus free on application to Ohas, J, Kennyi . 

——    .r— r—- Secfe^aty, Tmde$ Hatt. '
Students are offered Library facilities by the-Irish Women Workers’ Union,

Denmark House, 21 Great Denmark Street.i8«

f

■ A HOVEL OF SLUMOOhi,- • _ 
miaj©r fesifSt ©f OindBtmas B^y k 

also th© feast of that saint whoa© nam^ 
is absent from aU calendars. Tiny Tim. 
And ttho jrovclist whoso off’erir^s^, at th© 
lessor shrin# ar© s©nt for r©vi» within 
the octavo is sure to disarm criticism. 
The artless story of "Dinny of the Door- 

• steps ” warms 'eold hearts, as does " The 
CInnstmas Carol,” and perhaps will open 
hhnd eyes to the danger^ of "social life in 
a community which, with all its outward 
parade of iwgion, has very httle of that 
qualityasdefined hyBaint James. ^ 

kliss Purdon’s novel is no% despite the 
publisher’s puff, a realistac picture of life 
in Dublin slums. For no publisher 

• would dare, offend th$;self-righteousness 
of Dublin by -sending out from his pre- 
mises a truthful presentment of the com, 
munal crime that'is the life of Dublin’s 
poor. And if any , were so indifferent tc 

’ public opinion, or so courageous as- to risk 
its wrath, the insuranj^ companies would 
decline to honom^ their policies. •

Dinny is brought into the world at the 
cost of his mother’s life, and mth the 
fearfully casual aid of a medical student 
from' an hospital.; Gran Molaliy, from 
County Clare, takes the hoy and Ms sis'fer 
Bridgeen under her caidj u^nd -shares with 
them the comforts of h cellar in an old 
Georgian mansion, descended, from its 
grandeur to he a human rabhitry, " The 

■ cellar of the old mansion was very dark, 
it was also damp in the extreme, hut it 
was cheap.” Such are the homes of hoys 
and girls in twentieth century Dublin.

Qkere was no room in the inn two thou- 
mnd years ago. There is no room now.

' Miss Purdon weaves romance into the 
lives- pt her flower-sellers, hawkers, and 
beggary hilt does it" without mawkish
ness. Her charitable young lady ^ has 
misgivings about charity organisations, 
distruBts' the maxims/of the soeda! econ
omists, does good by impulse, and enjoys 
the gratitude^ that Bread tickets and 
efficialishi never inspife; “

The gloss of sentiment makes the read
ing of Dinny’fi. adventures a genuine'en- 
teidainment, hut we would have the 
reader remember that the sentiment is; 
fiction, the hard, ugly evils of child neg
lect are facts. "We should hope, too,

" that the prelates, CathoMo and AngHcan, 
who ^ at this season make ^ speeches at 
charity society meetings, will base their 
orations on "Dinny of the Doorstep” 
•rather ihan on the 'Statistical returns fur
nished by the not uncomfoitable official 
administrators of the heartless chaiuties 
of the rphber-olass, to whose greed we owe 

’ ■ the miseries of the D-innies .and Bridgeens 
of Dublin.
Dfimv of the DoorstePj'by K. F. Fuadon, 

Talbot Press, Dublin. Fisher TJnwM, 
London* , 6/- net. ' /

'il!'

, Another Forecast, ■ v
Like poets, there is no end to the long 

Bne of political prophets these days. 
From among several prof erred tips we 
select that of "A Eed Republican” as 
the most likely for a winner. He says. 
Sinn Fein will hold 70 seats, the Union
ists 25, and the Home Rulers ID, adding 
that he* counts Waterford among the lat
ter. W© should be sorry to think, so 
tedly ©f Wat»rford as all ’Mmt impMes.

«-
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UWlON NOTES.
DiJsigarvan*

The Transport Union and N.U.B. are 
projecting a Oo-op©rative Store. 
Waterford!,

Corporation labourers go np to 40b. a 
week—.an adyance of ISs. since last May. 
Listoweb

__ .The fonr-week*old Transport branch
has won a 6s. weekly-increase from the
U.D.C.
Oonore,

Secretary Madden reports that his 
branch (I.T. G.W.U.) has secnred £76 
12s. 6d. in arrears of wages—without the 
aid of the Wages Board.
Belfast.

The ooal porters’ strike has been 
settled by a re-adjustment of rates, 
which gires an average advance of 5s. 
per day. Weigh-bills will now be pro
duced by employers so that men can 
check the wages tendered to them. 
Kilkenny.

A hold-up of flour on the outskirts of 
the town induced MoEoy, ^the baker^ to 

1 meet -the Trade Union officials, whom for 
twenty years he has refused to recognise. 
Mr. Cullen^ has succeeded in b^^inging all 
the bakers employed by Molloy within 
the fold.
Castleoomor.

The report of the B.D.C. discussion on 
‘ the Housing problem raises no lively 
hope of a satisfactory solution. The re
medy is a new Council, ■ and the local 
labour organisations ishould look to the 
register .and . select their candidates. 
Kobody can do labour’s work but labour’s 
self.
Longford.

The bakeries dispute here has been 
settled by Tom Farren, who has secured 
advances of 10s. a week for the bakery 
staff's, whose wages are now 47s. for 
foremen’ and 37s. for helpers. Yardmen 
obtained 4s. a week increase. During 
the strike the Union arranged for a sup
ply' of bread from the Dublin Industrial 
Ck>-oper.ativ0 Society. We could „ wish 
that trade unionists nearer Dublin had 
a livelier appreciation of the good work 
.done by this Society, not only in dis
putes, but ail the time.
Cork. • I

The Tramway Company has offered t 
advance wages as follows:—^Motormen 
and conductors, 6s. weekly j labourers, 
4s. 6d.; boys under 18 years a propor
tionate sum, and point-boys Is. 6d., the 

■ advances to be retrospective as from 9th 
October. ^ . . '

A concentration of forces is _ taking 
place, the various^ craft sectiohs in Cork 
being re-grouped in branches to piomote 
efficient management and co-ordinated 
action.

\

For up-to-dat® Hairdressing—fi/ialfon, so 
Eden Quay.

THERE IS NO BETTER GIFT 
FOR FRIENDS FAR AWAY
than^ an annual subscription to the 

Toice of Labour.” The force of your 
gift is not spent at one effort. The 
weekly copy arriving each week in the 
ensuing yeax* carries to your friend the 
news and views of Irish Labonr, and 
keeps "ever fresh and fragrant the 
memories of the sender. It is not a 
once-a-year > gift, but a new proof of 
friendship- every week.

present you can only send news
papers abroad through certain news
agents^ Eason’s), or direct from
the office of the paper.

At

SEND us 8s. 8d.
with your friend’s name and full postal 
address, and ' we, will despatch the, 
” Voice” eveiy week for twelve months.

THE MANAGER,
THE IRISH LABOUR PRESS,

27 Dawson St, Dublin.

r“
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■ NEW SETS j
FITTED 
TO A

I HilTH
E017Bl.i:S
EEATED
HOEOnOHLETi€ fy

PEACE & GOOD HEALTH
You cannot enjoy good Tiealth if you 
have a moutMul of Bad Teeth, becaui© 
you cannot masticate your f<hd pro
perly, and because stomach trouble and 
indigestion are sure to follow. Then you 
do not know the minute when they will 
start to ache and rob you of your aleep, 

giving you no peace.
Go at otiCQ to

M. MALAMED.
16 HINRY St.

For Treatment and Advice,
MODBEATB , 

TEEMS.4rv

5r'v'!>adjoining
AENOTT’S OUSLSN.

a
Notloe.—-New orders and alterations 

for the Voice ” should arrive at the 
office not later, than Tuesday evening. 
Otherwise supplies cannot be guarantee 
or change* made.

5^^

THE VOICE OF LABOUB. m
nA*M<

THE MARY STREET 
PICTURE HOUSE 
(The “Mapy-O.”)

Star Pietares Always.

THE ELECTRIC THMTRE, 
TALBOT STREET.

Fivst In Dublin
and

Still the Best.

DBOJ5OTKB 28, 1918.

Telegrams: "Watt, Uublin.’'
Telephone 4268 Bublin.

GEORSE Wm, Ltd
engineers and millwrights,

■ . SOHU WOBKS,.
BRID6EFG0T STREET, DUBLIN.

Estimates given for Repair and Supply 
for all classes of Maobinery.

Good Work Tfidi UnloH Wages

Court Laundry
HARCO0RT .S< BtJBLIl

€

Specialist! In XMm Waihlsg. 
Fioneer* of Profit-Sharing in 
Ireland. Van Collections and 
DeliverSe! every week In City 

and 'SuhurbSu

Irish Materials Prompt Despatch

TRADE
URlomSTS!
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GOBtadnedf mthin theia nucloi tsf 
loeg.1 and national Soyiets. They wouS 
liave been rough and ready Soviets wt 
freely a^mit, but they would have Wa 

' Soviets in function and in structure how^ 
ever iuifperfect, and they certainly would 
have been local and national organs for 
the expi'ession of the national will.

We have written much more in develop-^ 
ment of this proposition but we are hol£ 
iiig it over untu the election fever falls 

' and people have both time and inclinar 
tion to think. In the meantime, when 
yon have voted for ‘your candidate, put 
that in your pipe and smoke it.

ought also road Th« Voice of Labour,”
The Irish Homestead,” and ” New 

Ireland.” Having probed th© question 
thoroughly h© will, I fesl a lire, get t® 
work on th# above, programme; or a 
better one, in Cashel.

If he does not do sm that does not 
absolve the Sinn Fein Club,“the Trans
port Workers’ Union, or the Gaelic' 
League from getting to work along those 
lines. In fact,^ if those organisations do 
not do so, there is no excuse for their 
existence. Waving the tri-colour, ’orat
ing, or even winning the election, will not. 
produce the State we need in Ireland. 
No. Only sane, constructive work* and 
persistent educative propaganda^and the 
will to suffer and make^ sacrifices can 
lead us to the goal of our ideal.

EAMON O’DUIBHIR.

EamonE O Duibhir on 
Ireland and Socialism.

(From Front pap!#.)

' State of the town he lives in. Cashel, 
once a proud and regal city, is to-day a 
poverty-stricken little town. How many 
of the happy children born within sight 
of those glorious fuins^pn the Rock, have 
had to go overseas ere""they attained the 
bloom of manhood or womanhood to be
come in nine cases out of ten the drudges 
of haH-he^then foreigners? How many 
to become mere cannon-fodder?

And will not the tide of emigi’ation set 
in again m the neaf future and drain 
away the life-blood of the little town un
less some practical Socialistic thing* is 
done to give work and comfort and joy 
to the .workers of the down. For in
stance, the town is surrounded by a

wilderness pf grass.
Why not the townspeople insist on a 
reasonable • proportion’ of this ^ being 
tilled', and may it not also be feasible for 
the townspeople to get possession of 
some of this land and form themselves 
into a Ck)-operative Society to, till it to 
produce pigs and poultry, eggs and honey 
from it.

May there not be room for a Co-opera
tive industry of some kind in the town, 
as remote Templeerone, in Donegal,-has, 
through its Co-operative industry, capr 

^ timed the cotton,.glove business formerly 
Imld by the/ Austrianeu Why not a Co
operative bacon factory for Cashel? Thm 
would h6^^.4fiiid -of Socialism^-^t least 
something to start off with-—hut I don’t 
think it would in the least make the 
l^ple of Cashel ungodly ” or “irre- 
iij^ous.”

Til© Gaelic Culture,
To turn from material things, I ^ might 

.hint that a little Gaelic culture would 
'not he amiss either, and if Cashel once 
became really alive tp the importance of 
reviving the national language and cul
ture it would become very much alive 
and alert in other ways tod.

Its citizens, refreshed in mind by the 
gleams from outmur glorious past that 
would have thrilled' their soUls, and 
braced np by the healthfiil nafion-build
ing ideas that the study of the language 
and history of opr peoble Would have 
created, would set out'tp make' Cashel 
as of 'yore beautiful and vigorous. Would 
not a good library in the. Town Hall, 
Irish classes, weekly ceilidhs of Irish a-nd 
Anglo^rish songS, music, and dances, a 
dramatic club staging healthy national 
dramas and occasional lectures, stir up 
a new life in the -town and make it a 
place worth living in? All such work 
Vill, of course, inevitably tend towards 
the creation of an Irish Co-operative 
Commonwealth or Social Commune— 
either name signifies what was known in 
ancient Ireland as the Tuath—-for the in
stinct of our race is towards such and 
not towards a materialistic servile State. 
Bean Ryan should, ^ when the heat of the 
election is over, dismiss his prejudices 
against those ideas he deems ungodly, 
read Father McNabb’s articles in ^ The 
Catholic'Times,” and get the opinion of 
8cm© priests in Queensland on Premier 

•xpeximent in Sdei^im. He
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DYNAMITE IN AN IDEA.
A week or two ago we said that with 

the example of the risen soefial demo
cracies and 'he subject peoples of Europe 
before them,* it is the urgent duty of the 
people of Ireland to constitute such local 
and national organs as will secure 'the 
free, full, and effective expression of the 
national will. If it is not too much to 

• •hope for in the heat of a general election^ 
we would ask, our readers to examine 
that idea and consider whether it does 
not bear within it the seeds froifi" which'’ 
a liberated democracy in Ireland might 
spring. We do not propose tO' discuss, 
now. i4%a in detail,, for' we prefer' 
that the people themselves should discuss 
it, and we are content for the* moment 
with’ suggesting t^at it should receive the 
careful and deliberate consideration of 
those sections' of the community which 
constitute the effective driving force of 
the nation.^ We refer specifically to those 
bodies which .-in Ireland correspond to 
the constituent elements of the Soviets 
in Russia, Germany, and Austria. Those 
bodies, as. all the world knows to its de
light or chagrin, are the soldiers, .the 
workers., and the’ peasants, and they nre,. , 
not only .'the constituent elements of tKe^ 
Soviets, they are the backbone of the 
people in every country. In Ireland, aa 
WB say,'we have; elements which corres
pond to some extent to these bodies. 
There^ are differences, of coi^rse, due to 
the difference in the positions of Ireland 
and of Russia and Germany, but they are 
differences which we do not think rule 
the idea of an Irish Soviet out of the drift 
of cur argument/. Indeed, on other occa
sions Ireland Oame very near to- present
ing herself with Soviets. What,’for in
stance, was the famous Cork Food Con
trol 'Committee of January last but a 
local Soviet , in embryo ? ' And what was 

■ the greater Committee which drew up in 
DiibHii the national s.cheme of food con
trol; the ablest piece of constructive work 
anybody devsigned iU Ireland'within the 
twelveiiiontb, but a natioBat Soviet in 
embryo? Indeed, but for the unforto- 
nate circumstance ' tlia*^.: the Mansion ' 
House Gonference was so constituted, 
that under no conditions couM it become- 
a working body and the equally unfortu
nate want of instructive thought in the , 
mas« of the people, the local Defence 
Oommittees and th# Oonferene# itself
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